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kind of fiscal responsibility that I be-
lieve Democrats and Republicans alike
have talked about.

Mr. HOYER. Reclaiming my time,
the gentleman says any time is a good
time to talk about fiscal responsi-
bility. We have Rosa Parks that we
need to really address and that is crit-
ical, but I do not want to let it go. The
gentleman has made a mistake, but it
is a mistake that is made regularly,
and it is a misrepresentation.

In fact, if the gentleman will look to
the record, if you use honest nominal
numbers, the 1982 Dole-Reagan tax in-
crease was larger, larger than the 1993
revenue enhancement, or tax increase,
as you call it, which tried to pay for
the things we were buying.

Mr. DREIER. If the gentleman would
yield, that was a $98.5 billion tax in-
crease in 1982. I remember it very, very
well.

Mr. HOYER. In nominal terms it was
larger. In actual terms, not in nominal,
in actual terms if you made $5 in 1993
and you make $5.10 now, you are tech-
nically making more money. Nobody in
the world believes you are making
more money. And that misrepresenta-
tion, we should not have gotten into
this debate because it is the subject of
a long debate with significant disagree-
ments between the sides, on fiscal re-
sponsibility.

Mr. DREIER. If the gentleman would
yield.

Mr. HOYER. As a matter of fact, I
would be glad to engage my friend in
that debate. We can take an hour out
and debate that.

Mr. DREIER. I will close the debate
by quoting Thomas Jefferson, the au-
thor of our great Declaration of Inde-
pendence.

Mr. HOYER. I will yield to my friend
for the purpose of quoting Thomas Jef-
ferson.

Mr. DREIER. Thomas Jefferson said,
“Two thinking men can be given the
exact same set of facts and draw dif-
ferent conclusions.”

Obviously, that is something that
rages on as we debate these issues and
we look forward to continuing that. I
thank my friend for yielding.

Mr. HOYER. Had Jefferson been ques-
tioned on that observation, he would
have said it does not necessarily mean
that both conclusions are correct.

Mr. DREIER. I know, Mr. Speaker,
that the gentleman controls the time.

Mr. HOYER. Let me go to another
subject because the gentleman and I
could go on all day about this, and that
is what the Members fear.

Immigration. This is an issue on
which many of us have focused, on
which great concern has been ex-
pressed. I am wondering whether or not
you believe that prior to Thanksgiving
we will have some type of immigration
legislation brought to the floor.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, let me say
that, obviously, border security and
immigration reform continue to be
very high priorities for this majority,
and I believe there is bipartisan con-
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cern about the issue of our national se-
curity, and border security is part of
that. Immigration reform is something
that I believe we need to address. We
are going to continue to do everything
that we possibly can to ensure that we
address the issue of immigration re-
form before we adjourn this session of
Congress.

Mr. HOYER. Reclaiming my time,
you believe it will come, but you are
not sure that it will come before
Thanksgiving. Is that I what I get from
what you just said? I yield to my
friend.

Mr. DREIER. I thank my friend for
yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I would hope that we
could do it before Thanksgiving, before
we adjourn on the 18th of November;
but my hope is that we will be able to
complete work on immigration reform
and border security before we adjourn
the first session of this Congress.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman
for his information.

————

AUTHORIZING THE REMAINS OF
ROSA PARKS TO LIE IN HONOR
IN THE ROTUNDA OF THE CAP-
ITOL

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on House Administration be dis-
charged from further consideration of
the Senate concurrent resolution (S.
Con. Res. 61) authorizing the remains
of Rosa Parks to lie in honor in the ro-
tunda of the Capitol, and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
concurrent resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BURGESS). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Michigan?

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr.
Speaker, reserving the right to object,
I yield to the gentleman from Michigan
(Mr. EHLERS) to explain the purpose of
this concurrent resolution.

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of Senate Concurrent
Resolution 61, a resolution authorizing
the remains of Rosa Parks to lie in
honor in the rotunda of the Capitol.

Mr. Speaker, the Nation suffered a
great loss on Monday with the passing
of the Mother of the Civil Rights Move-
ment, Mrs. Rosa Parks. She had no
idea that on December 1, 1955, when she
was jailed for refusing to give up her
seat on a bus in Montgomery, Ala-
bama, that she would inspire Reverend
Martin Luther King, Jr., to lead a 381-
day boycott of that city’s bus system,
touching off the civil rights movement.

Due to the national publicity of the
boycott and her active involvement in
the NAACP, she had difficulty finding
employment in Alabama. Therefore,
she and her husband, Raymond Parks,
moved north to Detroit in 1957. In 1965
my colleague, the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. CONYERS), hired Mrs.
Parks as a legislative aid. She worked
for him until her retirement from con-
gressional work in 1988 to focus all of
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her attention on the Rosa and Ray-
mond Parks Institute For Self Develop-
ment. This nonprofit organization is
committed to working with Detroit’s
youth to build leadership skills and in-
spire them to continue her work on
civil and human rights.

I am especially pleased as a Rep-
resentative from the State of Michigan
to claim the honor of having her as a
resident in our State, and also I am
very pleased that we have a park in
downtown Grand Rapids, Michigan,
which is named for Rosa Parks and to
signify her importance in our Nation.

She was a remarkable person. Her
courage and her tenacity sparked the
civil rights movements which led to
the reversal of some very repressive
laws in this country and brought this
Nation to its feet in favor of civil
rights for all individuals no matter
what race, gender, or color. I am very
proud to be here to speak as a native of
Michigan on her behalf.

In 1999, the United States Congress
honored Mrs. Parks in the rotunda of
the Capitol by awarding her with the
Congressional Gold Medal, our Nation’s
highest expression of national appre-
ciation for distinguished achievements
and contributions.

Mr. Speaker, I think it is only fitting
that we allow the Nation to pay its
final respects to this great American
by allowing her to lie in honor in the
rotunda of the Capitol.

Mr. Speaker, I ask for support of this
resolution.

Ms. MILLENDER-McDONALD. Mr.
Speaker, under my reservation I too
rise in support of Senate Concurrent
Resolution 61, authorizing the use of
the U.S. Capitol rotunda for the re-
mains of Rosa Louise Parks to lie in
honor on October 30 and 31 of 2005.

I stand as a very proud African
American woman who stands on the
shoulders of this great lady who was
born Rosa Louise McCauley on Feb-
ruary 4, 1913 in Tuskegee, Alabama.
She became a household name on De-
cember 1, 1955.

After leaving her job as a seamstress,
Rosa Parks boarded a racially seg-
regated Montgomery, Alabama, bus for
home and took a seat directly behind
the white section. She was asked to
yield her seat to a white man by a bus
driver who had evicted her from a bus
12 years prior because she had refused
to enter via the rear door after paying
her fare. What happened next would
change America forever.

This humble, soft spoken woman re-
fused to give up her seat and was ar-
rested and taken to jail. While in jail,
Rosa Parks did not call for her lawyer.
She called for her minister. It was the
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
who immediately came to her aid. The
move kicked off the Montgomery bus
boycott and the beginning of a civil
rights movement.

Because of Rosa Parks, the black
citizens of Montgomery, Alabama, who
comprised more than 70 percent of the
bus company’s business, refused to ride
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the bus until the laws were changed.
The Montgomery bus boycott lasted for
381 days. When the case was taken to
the United States Supreme Court, the
Justices declared that segregation of
the Montgomery buses was illegal and
officially desegregated them on Decem-
ber 20, 1956.

Rosa Parks and her husband, Ray-
mond, whom she married in 1931, were
fired by their employers and harassed
by angry whites. They moved to De-
troit, Michigan, in 1957. It was then she
went to work for our beloved and dear
colleague, the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. CONYERS), and later formed
the Rosa and Raymond Parks Insti-
tute.

Mr. Speaker, surely a woman as sig-
nificant as this and who meant so
much to not only African Americans
but to all Americans deserves to be
honored right here in the rotunda of
the United States Capitol, the very
place where in July of 1999 President
William Jefferson Clinton awarded her
the Congressional Gold Medal, the Na-
tion’s highest honor given to a civilian.
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This concurrent resolution we are
considering today is required so that
both Houses may concur in the use of
the rotunda, which is controlled by the
Congress. This procedure was last used
in 2004 following the death of the late
President Ronald Reagan.

I urge my colleagues to bestow upon
this great lady, Rosa Louise Parks, one
last honor and make her the first non-
governmental official, first woman,
and the first African American woman
to lie in honor in the rotunda of the
U.S. Capitol.

Please support this resolution allow-
ing America to pay its final respects to
the Mother of the civil rights move-
ment, the great Rosa Louise Parks.

Mr. Speaker, I will be happy now to
yield to the few Members who are here
to speak on this resolution, the first of
whom will be the gentleman who is the
dean of the Congressional Black Cau-
cus, who knew her so well and who
served with her so admirably.

Mr. Speaker, further reserving the
right to object, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. CONYERS).

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the floor leader, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD),
for her kindness and her leadership;
and I, of course, am very proud that
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
EHLERS) is leading this concurrent res-
olution on the other side of the aisle.

I am happy to also see my colleague,
the honorable gentlewoman from De-
troit, Michigan (Ms. KILPATRICK) and,
of course, the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. LEWIS), the chairman of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus, the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Ms. CARSON), and
many others here on the floor.

Both leaders on both sides of the
aisle have aptly described the phe-
nomenal career, activities, and legacy
that Rosa Parks leaves behind. It is
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only my task to tell my colleagues as
the one who knows her better than
anybody in the Congress about the in-
domitable spirit of Rosa Louise Parks,
that is to say, that there were two
parts to Rosa Louise Parks.

One was her calm, respectful, dig-
nified exterior. She was a very humble
woman. She always spoke in a very
calm voice. I can say I have never seen
her angry or in a debate mode in her
life. She has never gotten into any ar-
gument, and I use this analogy as care-
fully as I can, but she reminds me of
what I think Mother Teresa was like. I
mean, she had her own sphere of seren-
ity; and yet, at the same time, there
were three things that she was ex-
tremely deeply connected and com-
mitted to.

One, she was a very religious person
and she did not wear her religion on
her sleeve, that is to say, she did not
quote from the Bible or make religious
references; but she was deeply com-
mitted to her African Methodist Epis-
copal church, and one of the services
will be in Montgomery, Alabama.

The other matter that was very deep-
ly held was her fierce opposition to seg-
regation, and she could not have sus-
pected that that deep opposition would
lead her to be the main participant in
a Federal case that went up to the
United States Supreme Court and dealt
the death blow not only to segregation,
to the bus system in Montgomery, but
it dealt a death blow to the segregated
systems that existed as a way of life in
many places in the United States.
That, plus the Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation decision the year earlier was the
death knell.

It has already been observed that as
humble as she was, it is hard to re-
member that she was an activist. She
was not a person hoping that some-
thing good would happen. She was the
first member to join the Montgomery
chapter of NAACP, and she went
through training classes, and so with-
out any premeditation, no coordination
with lawyers or civil rights organiza-
tions, and I have talked with her about
this, that was the thing on everybody’s
mind in Detroit, is that it was not a
matter of her feet being tired that day
after a long day’s work as a seamstress
in this department store, but what hap-
pened inside her, the result of her be-
lief system, her commitment to jus-
tice, led her that day to once again
refuse to give up her seat and go to the
back of the bus.

They begged her, please, lady, you do
not know what you are getting into be-
cause you are going to get arrested and
prosecuted today; and as a matter of
fact, I think she did know fully that
she was taking her life, her safety into
her own hands.

As a result of this, not only did she
break down segregation, she earned her
title, as has been referred to, as the
Mother of the Civil Rights Movement
because it was she that brought in this
26-year-old Baptist minister named
Martin Luther King, Jr., who quickly
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began to organize the total support
that was coming up to Rosa Parks.

So what happened then, of course, is
a matter of history. She came to De-
troit, not because she wanted to. She
came because she was driven out of
Montgomery, Alabama. How  dif-
ferently history would have been had
she been able to stay there, because
even though I had met her before I
came to Congress, we put our arms
around her, but there was some nerv-
ousness about who was Rosa Parks.
She did not put out press releases. She
did not organize. She was just always
there and always willing to help.

What finally happened is that this
Member of Congress said, as a result of
the first time I ever ran for anything,
I said if I can win a seat to the highest
legislative body in this land, the first
person I am going to ask to join my
staff would be Rosa Louise Parks. She
did not ask me for a job. I was honored
to have her, and I do not mind telling
my colleagues, she was a celebrity
staffer. More people came to visit Rosa
Parks in my congressional office than
came to visit Congressman John Con-
yers, and I am so proud of her.

There are many things that we can
talk about that I am going to be put-
ting into writing and that we will be
observing, but I want to thank the
leadership of this Congress who have
distinguished themselves.

We got complete cooperation from
the majority leader in the Senate, the
minority leader in the Senate, Senator
OBAMA, Senators LEVIN and STABENOW
and many others in the other body; but
it was in the House of Representatives
that the Speaker of the House joined
immediately with the Congressional
Black Caucus’s request for transpor-
tation and for the privilege of having
this be the first woman to ever be hon-
ored by her remains being on display in
the rotunda of the Capitol of the
United States.

I am so proud of my colleagues and
all who have made what was a very dif-
ficult set of arrangements between
Montgomery, Washington, DC, and De-
troit possible. I am in the debt of the
gentlewoman from California who has
admirably brought this resolution to
the floor.

Ms. MILLENDER-McDONALD. Mr.
Speaker, further reserving the right to
object, I thank the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. CONYERS) so much for
his leadership and for the greatness
that he has shown during the sadness.

Mr. Speaker, the next speaker we
will bring forth is the vice chairwoman
of the Congressional Black Caucus and
one who is now in the process of get-
ting a Federal building named after
this great lady.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Michigan (Ms. KIL-
PATRICK).

Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman for
yielding and let me thank the Speaker
for the time.

I want to praise and give God honor
for all that has happened over the last
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week and certainly for the life of Mrs.
Rosa Parks.

I want to thank the Senate that had
the courage yesterday, its leadership
along with the House leadership, for
making it possible for Mrs. Parks to lie
in honor in the Federal building of the
United States, our own Capitol, which
will be on Sunday and Monday.

As a young woman 19 years old, I met
Mrs. Parks when she sat down on De-
cember 1, 1955, that all of us might
stand up. I was 10 years old, but we
were at the time writing papers about
our history, and she was my project,
and from then until this day, she has
always been a part of my life.

When she moved to Detroit almost 50
years ago, she moved to the then-15th
congressional district, now 13th con-
gressional district, which has gone
through five different apportionments,
but her homes, three of them, have al-
ways been in my congressional district.

She was my heroine. She was my
mentor. She invited me to speak at her
church on women’s day on two dif-
ferent occasions. I am an African Meth-
odist Episcopalian, an AME as we call
ourselves.

So I am honored that America will
have her in the Halls of this Congress,
in the Halls of our government to pay
homage so that other people can attest
to her greatness as she has done not
just for our country but for our entire
world.

I was honored in 2000 as a member of
the Committee on Appropriations that
I was able to bring $1 million which
was concurred in by the House and
Senate to the Rosa and Raymond
Parks Institute for Civil Development,
which works with young people to
build character, to build academic pre-
paredness, so that they understand
what the civil rights movement is and
was today.

Rosa Parks helped more young peo-
ple in America, even today as we go
forward when our city of Detroit, and I
am sure around this country, when a
young person sees, hears, or mentions
her name, they are filled with life, spir-
it. The self-respect that Mrs. Parks
showed in her life, we as Americans
must have. When you respect yourself,
you walk a little different. You do not
stand for injustice. You speak out and
build a better family, a better commu-
nity and, yes, a better country. That is
what Mrs. Parks did.

We will celebrate her again on De-
cember 1, 2005, 50 years of an ordinary
woman doing extraordinary things. We
love you, Mother Parks. Thank you,
highest government in the world, for
paying homage to our mother, our
leader. May she rest in peace and may
we as an American people rise up and
build.

Ms. MILLENDER-McDONALD. Mr.
Speaker, further reserving the right to
object, I thank the gentlewoman so
much for that extraordinary tribute to
such an extraordinary woman.

Mr. Speaker, the next speaker that I
am asking to come forward is the
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chairman of the Congressional Black
Caucus, one who spoke the other night
of how he was inspired by the works
that she had done.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from North Carolina (Mr. WATT).
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Mr. WATT. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentlewoman from California (Ms.
MILLENDER-MCDONALD) for yielding.

We all are under the disadvantage of
never having enough time. We could
speak the rest of the day, the rest of
the week, the rest of the month, the
rest of the year, next year, and we still
could not say enough things to give
praise to Rosa Parks, who meant so
much to us.

I want to be very brief and I would
simply ask, if I may, to take a part of
the RECORD that was done in Special
Orders the night before last and graft
it into this section of our RECORD so
that it will appear here. The Congres-
sional Black Caucus, headed by the
gentleman from Alabama (Mr. DAVIS)
and the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
CONYERS) of Michigan, the two States
to which Rosa Parks had the most con-
crete and physical connection, led that
Special Order, and a number of mem-
bers of the Congressional Black Caucus
came and spoke, including myself.

Mr. Speaker, I would ask unanimous
consent that we make that a part of
the RECORD of today.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BURGESS). Without objection, the pre-
vious remarks of the gentleman may be
inserted at this point and, without ob-
jection, general leave is granted to all
Members to insert their respective re-
marks at this point.

There was no objection.

Mr. WATT. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. CON-
YERS) for yielding.

I was trying to decide how to ap-
proach this issue and decided that
probably there were two things I need
to do: number one, I want to thank the
gentleman from Alabama (Mr. DAVIS),
my good friend and colleague, and the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. CON-
YERS), my good friend and colleague,
the two States with whom Rosa Parks
probably had the strongest physical
connections, for convening this Special
Order for us to pay tribute to Rosa
Parks.

I have listened to the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. CONYERS) and the
gentleman from Alabama (Mr. DAVIS)
and the gentlewoman from California
(Ms. LEE) and my other colleagues talk
about some of their personal connec-
tions to Rosa Parks. One would think
that maybe the chairman of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus would have
some personal stories, too; but when I
reflect, I can only say that I never met
Rosa Parks, nor for that matter but for
the fact that Martin Luther King spoke
at my high school graduation in 1963
did I ever meet Martin Luther King.

So why would we be here talking
about somebody that we have never
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met? Because they have had an impact
on our lives. What would compel a per-
son to go visit a bus stop in Alabama?
Simply because you knew that there
was a particular significance to that
bus stop, that that was the stop at
which Rosa Parks got on the bus.

I cannot talk about the personal
things about Rosa Parks that some of
my colleagues have talked about. I can
only talk about the impact that she
had on my life and the lives of other
people who viewed her from a distance
and respected and admired her gentle
but defiant stand, the stand that she
took actually by sitting down and re-
fusing to stand up, and by knowing
that it had a tremendous impact on ev-
erybody around us as we were growing
up, because by her sitting down and re-
fusing to stand up, it allowed other
people to stand up and straighten their
backs and raise their shoulders and
look up and start to move in a direc-
tion that we had not been moving be-
fore, starting with a bus boycott, and
then sit-ins and other public accom-
modations and the entry of Martin Lu-
ther King as a leader of a whole series
of things that started to take place.

What does that say for us who never
met this wonderful woman, except
from a distance? It says that there are
probably many, many, many people
who are watching us and would it not
be a wonderful tribute to have some-
body someday pay tribute to us who
never, ever met us in person, by saying
this person had an impact on my life.

I cannot think of a higher way to pay
tribute to her. She had an impact on
my life, and I cannot think of a greater
challenge to issue to my colleagues in
this body, to people who may be watch-
ing around the Nation, than to say
what a wonderful tribute to have some-
body think that you could impact their
lives by simply sitting down or taking
a stand for what you know is right.

We have that opportunity every sin-
gle day, and I am delighted to pay trib-
ute to Rosa Parks for exercising that
opportunity and for allowing me to
stand taller on her shoulders, on that
giant commitment that she made.

Mr. Speaker, I do want to spend one
moment, if I may, talking about the
underlying resolution. We have not
heard much of a whimper of opposition
to it, and I do not anticipate any oppo-
sition to it. But when we are doing
something for the first time, there is
always going to be somebody who
would raise the question, raise a ques-
tion, and the one question that several
people have raised is are we creating a
precedent here. I want to address that
because I think we need some bench-
marks for this for future Congresses
and others to take into account.

This is the way I view this. Our Cap-
itol and its Rotunda stand as a monu-
ment to our democracy. There are
some principles upon which our democ-
racy is founded that were articulated
by the Founding Fathers. As most peo-
ple know, the Founding Fathers articu-
lated the very highest principles for



October 28, 2005

our country, and they were just exquis-
ite principles.

Unfortunately, the Founding Fathers
did not necessarily at that time intend
for all of those principles to apply to
everybody. They did not apply to
women, for example. They certainly
were not intended to apply to African
Americans.

The standard that I want to articu-
late here, I think, that undergirds this
resolution and the authority to have
the body of Rosa Parks lie in honor in
the Rotunda is that more than perhaps
anybody that we can think of, she ex-
tended those principles of the Founding
Fathers in a way that they apply uni-
versally to all of us.

I am not going to dwell anymore on
that because I do not want to start try-
ing as an individual to start articu-
lating a standard for having somebody
lie in honor in the Rotunda, but for
those people who may be worried about
it setting a precedent or worried about
how future Congresses are going to de-
cide whether to do or not to do the
same thing, let me advance the propo-
sition that the role that Rosa Parks
played in our democracy for some peo-
ple, for all people, is as profound, as
important as the role that the Found-
ing Fathers played when they articu-
lated a set of principles, because the
principles do not mean anything unless
they apply to all citizens of this coun-
try.

That is what Rosa Parks was fighting
for. That is what we ought to continue
to fight for, and the highest tribute
that we could pay to Rosa Parks going
forward is to continue her fight, the
fight that she sat down on a bus; that
made it possible for us to stand up and
lift our shoulders and lift our visions
and really, really aspire to believing
that the principles that were articu-
lated by our Founding Fathers apply to
each and every one of us.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman for yielding me time, and I
hope I have not abused it by talking
primarily about the resolution and its
place in history, but I just thought we
needed to put that marker down at this
place so that somebody will understand
why this powerful lady has this honor
and how she honors us and the prin-
ciples that our government stands on
by lying in honor in our Rotunda.

Ms. MILLENDER-McDONALD. Mr.
Speaker, that was beautifully said by
the gentleman.

Further reserving the right to object,
I yield to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. AL GREEN), one of the present
members of the Congressional Black
Caucus, one who has served as a judge
and who recognizes the laws as they
were applied during the civil rights era.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD) for
yielding me this time, and I also thank
all who have supported this resolution
on both sides of the aisle. It could not
happen without the benefit of both
sides working together. This is a great
moment in history.
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Mr. Speaker, I also thank God for the
honorable Rosa Parks. It is amazing
how God can use what appears to be an
ordinary person to do an extraordinary
thing. She was not a great lawyer; how-
ever, she changed the laws of discrimi-
nation in this country. She was not a
superstar; however, she cast the light
of truth on the horrors of segregation.
She was not a fiery orator; however, by
taking her seat, she ignited that spark
that started the civil rights movement.

Thank God she took that seat. Be-
cause she took that seat, no one has to
sit in the back of the bus. Because she
took that seat, we can all sit at the
table of brotherhood as brothers and
sisters, members of one race, the
human race. Because she took that
seat, I can stand in the well of the
House of Representatives of the United
States of America.

Thank God for the honorable Rosa
Parks. She was an angel of hope for the
hopeless, a saint of help for the help-
less. She represents the quintessential
manifestation of God’s miraculous
power.

Mr. Speaker, she has earned the right
to lie in honor, and I thank God we
have the good sense to make it happen.

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr.
Speaker, continuing to reserve the
right to object, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Ms. CARSON), who
saw the need to bring forth this great
lady to give her a Congressional Medal
of Honor because of the honor she be-
stowed on this country.

Ms. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman for allowing me this
opportunity to speak. I thank both
Houses of the United States Congress
for permitting a lady of honor to be
honored in a House of honor. I thank
both sides. There are times when
events come upon our lives when poli-
tics fades, color fades, and America
comes together as one Nation under
God, exhibiting liberty and justice for
all people.

Ms. Rosa Parks inspired me to run
for Congress. When I first arrived in
Congress, my first act in Congress was
to create legislation that would award
Rosa Parks the Congressional Gold
Medal. It was overwhelmingly sup-
ported by both the House of Represent-
atives and the United States Senate,
for which she was so grateful.

Here was a woman who was not seek-
ing out attention. She just got on the
bus one day, and the rule was when the
section in which you were sitting as an
African American fills up, you got up
and moved back to allow more sit-down
room for a people of a different color.
Rosa Parks got up twice and moved
back. The third time when she was or-
dered to move, she refused to move,
thus having those who would have to
move to have to make the next move.

We will hear time and time again
that as Rosa Parks sat down, the whole
world stood up in gratitude and in
praise of a woman who had the courage
to do this. She often reminds me of a
philosopher, I think it was Thoreau,
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who said, if I do not march by the
drumbeat, it is because I hear a dif-
ferent drummer. So Rosa Parks
marched by the drumbeat that she
heard that was in pursuit of liberty, in
pursuit of equality, in pursuit of jus-
tice for all people, for which I am so
proud.

She may not have worn her religion
on her sleeve, but she acted like Dorcas
in biblical history, a seamstress, who
made garments for the less privileged,
who gave garments to people who could
not afford garments so they had
clothes to wear. So Rosa Parks is like
a Dorcas who gave what she could
whenever she could, and I am so proud
of the fact that I knew her personally.

Almost 50 ago, Rosa Parks made his-
tory in this Nation. She became affec-
tionately known as the mother of the
civil rights movement. If we had not
had that event, we probably would
never have heard of Martin Luther
King. That is why she is the mother of
the civil rights movement.

I want to thank the House of Rep-
resentatives and the TUnited States
Senate for bestowing this honor on
such a unique individual, not because
she is black, not because she is a
woman, but because she is highly de-
serving of this unique opportunity to
have her remains lay in state here to
allow people of Washington, DC, and
the surrounding area to come here and
pay homage to one of the finest indi-
viduals who ever walked the halls of
the United States Congress when she
received a gold medal, one of the finest
individuals that ever lived.
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And I am grateful that she lived in
my lifetime. So I thank them very
much again for those who were inspired
to do this. Congratulations on a job
well up done, representing a woman
who had a job that was well done.

Ms. MILLENDER-McDONALD. Mr.
Speaker, further reserving the right to
object, I thank the gentlewoman for
her insight in bringing her this Con-
gressional Medal of Honor.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. LEWIS), who is also a
drum major for justice. His name is in
the history books already. He walked
with her and talked with her and
helped in the development of the civil
rights movement.

Mr. LEWIS from Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia for yielding to me.

I am pleased to rise today in support
of this resolution. I think it is fitting
and so appropriate that Rosa Parks be
honored in the rotunda of the United
States Capitol. By sitting down almost
50 years ago on a city bus in Mont-
gomery, Alabama, Rosa Parks was
standing up. It was very dangerous,
very dangerous, to do what Rosa Parks
did on December 1, 1955.

I grew up only 50 miles from Mont-
gomery, not too far from Tuskegee. I
was 15 years old in 1955. I saw segrega-
tion. I saw racial discrimination. I saw
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those signs that said white men, col-
ored men; white women, colored
women; white waiting; colored waiting.
And if it had not been for Rosa Parks,
I do not know where many of us would
be today. I do not know where I would
be.

It was dangerous to do what Rosa
Parks did. Just think about it. A few
months earlier, Emmett Till had been
murdered in Mississippi, a young Afri-
can American from the city of Chicago
visiting Mississippi during the summer.
So much violence, so much hate, so
much fear. And this brave, courageous
spirit ignited a movement not just in
Montgomery but a movement that
spread like wildfire across the Amer-
ican South and the Nation. She in-
spired some of us to sit in at lunch
counters to bring an end to segregation
and racial discrimination. She inspired
some of us to stand-in at theaters. She
inspired some of us to kneel-in at
churches, and she inspired others to in-
tegrate libraries and parks and deseg-
regate schools.

By this one simple act, Rosa Parks
helped to usher in a nonviolent revolu-
tion in America, a revolution of values,
a revolution of ideas.

I knew Rosa Parks. We met together
at Highlander Folk School in Mount
Eagle, Tennessee. In Montgomery, in
Selma, in Atlanta. She served on the
SCLC board, the board that Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. asked me to come and
serve on when I was 22 years old, in
1962. So I saw a great deal of her. She
came back from Detroit 40 years ago,
in March of 1965, dressed so beautifully,
s0 quiet, dignified, so proud; and she
walked with us across the Edmund
Pettus Bridge for the right to vote.

Many have said, others have said,
that Rosa Parks was the Mother of the
modern-day civil rights movement.
Yes, that is true. But she was more
than a mother of the modern-day civil
rights movement. She should be looked
upon as one of the founders of the New
America, one of the founders of the be-
loved community, a truly interracial
democracy. This woman, this one
woman, this beautiful soul planted by
the spirit of history by God Almighty,
not to move, changed my life, changed
America. I thank Rosa Parks.

Mr. Speaker, I support the resolu-
tion.

Ms. MILLENDER-McCDONALD. Mr.
Speaker, further reserving the right to
object, I thank the great gentleman
from the State of Georgia for his com-
ments.

Mr. Speaker, I now yield to the gen-
tlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-
LEE), one who was a former judge and
who also had to interpret those laws
that were made during the civil rights
era.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, whether it is appropriate to
object and reserve the right to object,
of course I am not objecting.

I thank the distinguished gentle-
woman from California for yielding to
me.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

And might I offer how grand it is in
a time such as this to have her appro-
priately placed in such a leadership
role. Her role tracks the specialness of
this day and the reason we stand,
which is to honor a woman of great-
ness, Rosa Parks, and to support the
resolution of the Senate that asked of
this body the opportunity for her to lie
in honor.

I am very proud to have been an
original cosponsor of the House resolu-
tion, authored by the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. CONYERS), but we are
even more gratified to be able to take
the Senate resolution agreed to by the
Senate last evening and place it at the
desk for its agreement.

I too want to focus as much on her
life and legacy as I do on this resolu-
tion, because even as we speak in glori-
fied terms on the floor of the House, I
know that there will be the sense of
wondering about the interpretation of
lying in honor and the reason thereof.

So many of us in our lifetime have
had the privilege of weaving in and out
of the life of Rosa Parks, either by
being mere beneficiaries in the aca-
demic institutions that we have been
able to journey through or in the sheer
presence by being alongside of her or
with her. I am honored in my adult life
to have had her come through the
United States Congress to be in meet-
ings with her and, with a smile on my
face, to even have a picture taken with
Rosa Parks.

I say that because these are small
measures of the association that many
of us have had, but we treasure it be-
cause of the enormity of her life.

So the reason I think this resolution
is so key is because rather than call
her a hero or shero, she is iconic. This
is a singular moment in history that
really stopped the world because we
will be asked, she is lying in state and
there are a number of others, what is
the precedent being set? So I want to
classify this as iconic.

When Rosa Parks sat down, the world
stopped. America was no longer the
America as we knew it, the fact that it
was a single, very petite woman with
not a large voice but a smiling spirit
that stopped the wheels of segregation
in America. They were churning. They
were violent. They were intimidating.
They were very frightening. They were
inhibiting. They were stopping the Bill
of Rights. And Rosa Parks felt that she
too born in America, yet two- thirds of
a person as a slave, she thought it was
appropriate for her to be able to ac-
knowledge the fact that colored people,
black people, Negro people no longer
needed to take the back of the bus, the
back of America, the back of the
rights, the back of the Constitution,
the back of the Bill of Rights.

And it was Rosa Parks who sat down
and challenged that bus driver, who
may have been on that day, December
1, simply a bus driver in Montgomery,
Alabama; but he stood as the sheer
brick wall of segregation in America
that we had not been able to pierce.
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But yet that day sprung forth this
Montgomery improvement association
and the complete boycotting for some
300-plus days, the litigation, civil
rights litigation, that ultimately re-
sulted in the breaking of the segrega-
tion of buses and accommodation in
Montgomery, Alabama, that then led
to the journey toward the Civil Rights
Act of 1964, as my colleague has men-
tioned, and the 19656 Voter Rights Act
that occurred and broke open through
her singular act the wall that had
stopped America from being America,
by dividing us through the heinous di-
visiveness of race.

Now, race still matters in America.
But where we are today, 40 and 50 years
past, the act that she created put us
where we are today. That is why this
resolution should be categorized as
iconic, signaling a single moment in
history that so very few of us can ever
account for.

And let me just say these few re-
marks. I feel a kinship with her be-
cause I worked for the Southern Chris-
tian Leadership Conference during the
time that she was a board member,
during the life span of Dr. Ralph David
Abernathy, shortly after the assassina-
tion of Martin Luther King, Jr. I
served on the Select Committee of As-
sassinations in this House as a young
lawyer, investigating the assassina-
tions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
and President John F. Kennedy, two
catastrophic American tragedies that
impacted the lives of those of us who
lived at that time.

For anyone who lived, we asked the
question whether America could sur-
vive. But we were comforted by the
fact that a lady named Rosa Parks still
lived and carried forward that simple-
ness and simplicity that if I could stop
America in her tracks and change her
from a segregated divisive and unruly
kid, if you will, then we could survive
and overcome these catastrophic
events.

So today I rise in support of this res-
olution alongside the story of her very
important history. But I rise because it
is a glorious day in this body, a his-
toric day, that an African American
woman, known most of her life as a
colored woman, whose ancestors came
first from the bottom of the belly of a
slave boat, can now lie in honor be-
cause Members of Congress from the
bowels of the Deep South, of Alabama,
Georgia, Louisiana, South Carolina,
North Carolina, Texas, where the seg-
regation line was drawn, will in unani-
mous consent agree that she should lie
in state because we will agree that her
singular action was one that moved
America to the part of America that
we would hope that she could be. And
we move this day to honor her and
make this final commitment that we
have not arrived yet. We are not yet
finished. The job is not yet done.

To Rosa Parks, as she rests in peace,
may it be our commitment that we will
continue to fight and continue to agi-
tate nonviolently until America, yes,
America, reaches her promise.
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May you rest in peace, my sister,
Rosa Parks.

Ms. MILLENDER-McCDONALD. Mr.
Speaker, further reserving the right to
object, I thank the distinguished gen-
tlewoman for her comments.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from the great State of Illinois (Mr.
RUSH), one who placed his marker on
the path of civil rights in the 1960s.

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I certainly
want to thank the gentlewoman from
California for her outstanding, stead-
fast leadership not only on this issue
and in this regard but for all the work
that she has done on behalf of the peo-
ple called Americans, people who are in
this Nation.

O 1300

Mr. Speaker, the Bible tells us that
the glory of the Lord is our strength.
We are strengthened in order to glorify
him and glorify his creation.

I think of that particular scripture as
I think of Rosa Parks. You see, because
ordinarily back in 1955, a person who
was an African American, called ‘‘col-
ored” at the time, was supposed to re-
spect a system that denied the dignity
of African Americans, of blacks, during
that time. So tradition had it that
once you got on a bus, you could take
a seat at the back of the bus as long as
there was not a white person who need-
ed a seat; and if there was a white per-
son who needed a seat on the bus, then
the black person was, out of honor and
a sense of second-class citizenship, to
rise up and give that white person their
seat on the bus. That was wrong, and
today we all realize how wrong that
system was.

The Lord, in my estimation, had
some serious problems with that kind
of a system, and he wanted that system
corrected. So in a singular moment, in
the batting of an eye, he whispered to
Rosa Parks, ‘“‘Don’t move. Sit there. I
will protect you. I will be with you. I
have a hedge, a protection, that sur-
rounds you. Sit there. And just in case
you are not listening to me, I want you
to think about Emmett Till. Remem-
ber Emmett Till. But just sit there.
Whatever you have to do, just sit
there, because I have got something
that I want you to do. I have got some-
thing, a task, a goal, an objective for
you to accomplish. I want you to teach
the world, teach this Nation, about
what I can do using an ordinary woman
to accomplish some extraordinary
things.”

So, Rosa Parks sat there. This hum-
ble seamstress from the South did not
realize that just by her sitting there,
that she was beginning to stitch to-
gether a torn fabric called America and
that she was beginning to stand by sit-
ting. The Lord in his glory uses ordi-
nary people to accomplish extraor-
dinary things.

Mr. Speaker, I am a product of the
civil rights movement. I was raised in
the civil rights movement. I started
out in the Student Nonviolent Coordi-
nating Committee, and then I became a
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member of the Black Panther Party. In
all of my activities in the civil rights
movement, I focused on the strength,
the calmness, the deep commitment of
Rosa Parks.

I know that without Rosa Parks,
there would not be 40 members of the
Congressional Black Caucus today.
Without Rosa Parks, we would not
have an African American in the U.S.
Senate. Mr. Speaker, I know that with-
out Rosa Parks, we would not have the
successes that we have been able to
enjoy over these last few years here in
America.

Mr. Speaker, I want us to realize that
there was more to Rosa Parks than
just what happened in Montgomery, in
the borders of this country. By her tak-
ing that simple act, which took enor-
mous courage and commitment and re-
solve and persistence, by her taking
that one act, she inspired an entire
world.

Mr. Speaker, as I close my eyes, and
if T look across the landscape of this
world, and as I look in Europe, I see
images, I see Lech Walesa in Poland
being inspired by the actions, the sit-
ting down of Rosa Parks in Mont-
gomery, Alabama. As I look in China, I
see the students in Tiananmen Square
being inspired by Rosa Parks. And as I
look to Africa, I see Nelson Mandela
being inspired by Rosa Parks sitting
down. And as I look in Latin America,
I see youth groups and I see the stu-
dents in Colombia and other places
being inspired by the legacy of Rosa
Parks sitting down. Of course, we all
know here in this Nation, Dr. Martin
Luther King was brought to the fore-
front of the world’s consciousness by
Rosa Parks sitting down.

So, Mr. Speaker, it is with deep
honor, profound privilege, deep-seated
admiration and undying love that I
stand here as a Member of Congress, a
product of the civil rights movement, a
young boy who remembered the seg-
regated buses as a lad in Albany, Geor-
gia. I stand here today proud of being a
Member of this Congress, proud of the
Senate, proud of the House of Rep-
resentatives, but I am just so, so, so, so
proud that I lived in a generation that
not only heard about Rosa Parks, but
walked with Rosa Parks, that talked
with Rosa Parks, that was able to
touch just the hem of the seamstress’
garment.

Mr. Speaker, I support this resolu-
tion.

Ms. MILLENDER-McDONALD. Mr.
Speaker, continuing my reservation,
the last speaker that we have today is
one who was a former Governor of
American Samoa. As has been said,
Rosa Parks did not just impress those
of us who are African Americans, but
she inspired all Americans.

I yield to the honorable gentleman
from American Samoa (Mr.
FALEOMAVAEGA).

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I thank the gentlewoman for yielding
to me, and certainly want to first com-
mend the chairman of the Committee
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on House Administration, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Chairman NEY), and
our ranking member of the committee,
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
MILLENDER-MCDONALD), for managing
our portion of this important resolu-
tion that was introduced by Senator
DobpD from Connecticut.

Mr. Speaker, I am very honored to be
given this opportunity to speak on the
occasion of honoring this great Amer-
ican. As vice chairman of our Asian Pa-
cific Congressional Caucus, I know that
the gentleman from California (Mr.
HoNDA), our chairman, would have
loved to be here, but he is necessarily
absent, so I am doing this on behalf of
our Asian Pacific American commu-
nity.

History has not been very Kind to the
coming of various minority groups to
our Nation. The history of the African
American is replete with so much of
the tremendous amount of racism and
bigotry that has been heaped upon
these good fellow Americans.

Mr. Speaker, we have a saying in the
islands, ‘“The leaves of the coconut tree
just do not swing by themselves.”
There is a reason for it. There is a
cause for it.

I did not have the privilege of know-
ing personally this great American
woman Mrs. Rosa Parks, but I stand
here before my colleagues as one who is
the beneficiary of the sacrifices and
the tremendous examples she has set
for all Americans. I would like to say
that not only did she serve as a cata-
lyst, but she planted a seed, a seed that
was planted in fertile ground, as the
good book says, and what has that seed
produced?

Mr. Speaker, I would like to share
with my colleagues, and I will include
the full text of this speech for the
record that I think probably every
Member should read at least 1 year, the
famous speech given by this great
American minister on the steps of the
Lincoln Memorial on that summer day
in 1963. I want to share portions of this
speech that was given by this great
American as a result of the seed that
was planted by Rosa Parks. This Amer-
ican minister made this most profound
speech. I will share portions of that
with my colleagues.

He said: “I am happy to join you
today in what will go down in history
as the greatest demonstration for free-
dom in the history of our Nation.

“Four score years ago, a great Amer-
ican, in whose symbolic shadow we
stand today, signed the Emancipation
Proclamation. This momentous decree
came as a great beacon light of hope to
millions of Negro slaves who have been
seared in the flames of withering injus-
tice. It came as a joyous daybreak to
end the long night of their captivity.

“But 100 years later, the Negro still
is not free. One hundred years later,
the life of the Negro is still sadly crip-
pled by the manacles of segregation
and the chains of discrimination. One
hundred years later, the Negro still
lives in the lonely island of poverty, in
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the midst of a vast ocean of material
prosperity. One hundred years later,
the Negro is still languished in the cor-
ners of American society and finds
himself in exile in his own land. And so
we have come here today to dramatize
a shameful condition.

“We have also come to this hallowed
spot to remind America of the fierce
urgency of now. This is no time to en-
gage in the luxury of cooling off or to
take the tranquilizing drug of grad-
ualism. Now is the time to make real
the promises of democracy. Now is the
time to rise from the dark and desolate
valley of segregation to the sunlit path
of racial justice. Now is the time to lift
our Nation from the quicksands of ra-
cial injustice to the solid rock of broth-
erhood. Now is the time to make jus-
tice a reality for all of God’s children.

“But there is something that I must
say to my people who stand in the
warm, fresh hope which leads into the
palace of justice: In the process of gain-
ing our rightful place, we must not be
guilty of wrongful deeds. Let us not
seek to justify our thirst for freedom
by drinking from the cup of bitterness
and hatred. We must forever conduct
our struggle on the high plane of dig-
nity and discipline. We must not allow
our creative protest to degenerate into
physical violence. Again and again, we
must rise to the majestic heights of
meeting physical force with soul force.

“I have a dream that one day this
Nation will rise up and live out the
true meaning of its creed: ‘We hold
these truths to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal.’

“I have a dream that one day on the
red hills of Georgia, the sons of former
slaves and the sons of former slave
owners will be able to sit down to-
gether at the table of brotherhood.

“I have a dream that one day even
the State of Mississippi, a State swel-
tering with the heat of injustice, swel-
tering with the heat of oppression, will
be transformed into an oasis of freedom
and justice.

“I have a dream that my four little
children one day will live in a Nation
where they will not be judged by the
color of their skin, but by the content
of their character.”

This minister, Mr. Speaker, happens
to be Martin Luther King, Jr., whom
we all know.

This is the seed that Rosa Parks
planted. The greatest American that I
have ever, ever studied, idolized in my
own little humble history, coming from
a little village in one of those little is-
lands, to know that this man stood, not
because he is an African American, but
because he was a human being, just as
Rosa Parks was a human being, not be-
cause she was an African American.
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I think this is what America is all
about. This is what makes the great-
ness of our Nation, that we are able to
correct those injustices and those
wrongs that were committed against
other people who have every perfect
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right to live as fellow Americans. It
was done to the Japanese Americans
during World War II, just as it was
done to the African Americans in their
history as they now just realize that
the civil rights, the rights of all Ameri-
cans, should be treated fairly under the
Constitution and under our laws.

For that, Mr. Speaker, I make this
humble homage and a special tribute to
this great American lady, Rosa Parks;
and I am just so happy that this resolu-
tion calls for her remains to be in the
rotunda as the greatest honor of any
American.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman for giving me this chance to
speak.

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.: “I HAVE A DREAM”’

I am happy to join with you today in what
will go down in history as the greatest dem-
onstration for freedom in the history of our
nation.

Five score years ago, a great American, in
whose symbolic shadow we stand today,
signed the Emancipation Proclamation. This
momentous decree came as a great beacon
light of hope to millions of Negro slaves who
had been seared in the flames of withering
injustice. It came as a joyous daybreak to
end the long night of their captivity.

But one hundred years later, the Negro
still is not free. One hundred years later, the
life of the Negro is still sadly crippled by the
manacles of segregation and the chains of
discrimination. One hundred years later, the
Negro lives on a lonely island of poverty in
the midst of a vast ocean of material pros-
perity. One hundred years later, the Negro is
still languished in the corners of American
society and finds himself an exile in his own
land. And so we’ve come here today to dram-
atize a shameful condition.

In a sense we’ve come to our nation’s cap-
ital to cash a check. When the architects of
our republic wrote the magnificent words of
the Constitution and the Declaration of
Independence, they were signing a promis-
sory note to which every American was to
fall heir. This note was a promise that all
men, yes, black men as well as white men,
would be guaranteed the ‘‘unalienable
Rights” of ‘‘Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness.” It is obvious today that America
has defaulted on this promissory note, inso-
far as her citizens of color are concerned. In-
stead of honoring this sacred obligation,
America has given the Negro people a bad
check, a check which has come back marked
“insufficient funds.”

But we refuse to believe that the bank of
justice is bankrupt. We refuse to believe that
there are insufficient funds in the great
vaults of opportunity of this nation. And so,
we’ve come to cash this check, a check that
will give us upon demand the riches of free-
dom and the security of justice.

We have also come to this hallowed spot to
remind America of the fierce urgency of
Now. This is no time to engage in the luxury
of cooling off or to take the tranquilizing
drug of gradualism. Now is the time to make
real the promises of democracy. Now is the
time to rise from the dark and desolate val-
ley of segregation to the sunlit path of racial
justice. Now is the time to lift our nation
from the quicksands of racial injustice to the
solid rock of brotherhood. Now is the time to
make justice a reality for all of God’s chil-
dren.

It would be fatal for the nation to overlook
the urgency of the moment. This sweltering
summer of the Negro’s legitimate discontent
will not pass until there is an invigorating
autumn of freedom and equality. Nineteen
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sixty-three is not an end, but a beginning.
And those who hope that the Negro needed to
blow off steam and will now be content will
have a rude awakening if the nation returns
to business as usual. And there will be nei-
ther rest nor tranquility in America until
the Negro is granted his citizenship rights.
The whirlwinds of revolt will continue to
shake the foundations of our nation until the
bright day of justice I emerges.

But there is something that I must say to
my people, who stand on the warm threshold
which leads into the palace of justice: In the
process of gaining our rightful place, we
must not be guilty of wrongful deeds.

Let us not seek to satisfy our thirst for
freedom by drinking from the cup of bitter-
ness and hatred. We must forever conduct
our struggle on the high plane of dignity and
discipline. We must not allow our creative
protest to degenerate into physical violence.
Again and again, we must rise to the majes-
tic heights of meeting physical force with
soul force.

The marvelous new militancy which has
engulfed the Negro community must not
lead us to a distrust of all white people, for
many of our white brothers, as evidenced by
their presence here today, have come to real-
ize that their destiny is tied up with our des-
tiny. And they have come to realize that
their freedom is inextricably bound to our
freedom.

We cannot walk alone.

And as we walk, we must make the pledge
that we shall always march ahead.

We cannot turn back.

There are those who are asking the devo-
tees of civil rights, ‘“When will you be satis-
fied?”” We can never be satisfied as long as
the Negro is the victim of the unspeakable
horrors of police brutality. We can never be
satisfied as long as our bodies, heavy with
the fatigue of travel, cannot gain lodging in
the motels of the highways and the hotels of
the cities. We cannot be satisfied as long as
a Negro in Mississippi cannot vote and a
Negro in New York believes he has nothing
for which to vote. No, no, we are not satis-
fied, and we will not be satisfied until ‘‘jus-
tice rolls down like waters, and righteous-
ness like a mighty stream.”’

I am not unmindful that some of you have
come here out of great trials and tribu-
lations. Some of you have come fresh from
narrow jail cells. And some of you have come
from areas where your quest—quest for free-
dom left you battered by the storms of perse-
cution and staggered by the winds of police
brutality. You have been the veterans of cre-
ative suffering. Continue to work with the
faith that unearned suffering is redemptive.
Go back to Mississippi, go back to Alabama,
g0 back to South Carolina, go back to Geor-
gia, go back to Louisiana, go back to the
slums and ghettos of our northern cities,
knowing that somehow this situation can
and will be change.

Let us not wallow in the valley of despair,
I say to you today, my friends.

And so even though we face the difficulties
of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream.
It is a dream deeply rooted in the American
dream.

I have a dream that one day this nation
will rise up and live out the true meaning of
its creed: ‘“We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal.”

I have a dream that one day on the red
hills of Georgia, the sons of former slaves
and the sons of former slave owners will be
able to sit down together at the table of
brotherhood.

I have a dream that one day even the state
of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the
heat of injustice, sweltering with the heat of
oppression, will be transformed into an oasis
of freedom and justice.
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I have a dream that my four little children
will one day live in a nation where they will
not be judged by he color of their skin but by
the content of their character.

I have a dream today!

I have a dream that one day, down in Ala-
bama, with its vicious racists, with its gov-
ernor having his lips dripping with the words
of ‘“‘interposition’ and ‘nullification’”’—one
day right there in Alabama little black boys
and black girls will be able to join hands
with little white boys and white girls as sis-
ters and brothers.

I have a dream today!

I have a dream that one day every valley
shall be exalted, and every hill and mountain
shall be made low, the rough places will be
made plain, and the crooked places will be
made straight; ‘“‘and the glory of the Lord
shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it to-
gether.”

This is our hope, and this is the faith that
I go back to the South with.

With this faith, we will be able to hew out
of the mountain of despair a stone of hope.
With this faith, we will be able to transform
the jangling discords of our nation into a
beautiful symphony of brotherhood. With
this faith, we will be able to work together,
to pray together, to struggle together, to go
to jail together, to stand up for freedom to-
gether, knowing that we will be free one day.

And this will be the day—this will be the
day when all of God’s children will be able to
sing with new meaning:

My country ’tis of thee, sweet land of lib-
erty, of thee I sing.

Land where my fathers died, land of the Pil-
grim’s pride,

From every mountainside, let freedom ring!

And if America is to be a great nation, this
must become true.

And so let freedom ring from the pro-
digious hilltops of New Hampshire.

Let freedom ring from the mighty moun-
tains of New York.

Let freedom ring from the heightening Al-
leghenies of Pennsylvania.

Let freedom ring from the snow-capped
Rockies of Colorado.

Let freedom ring from the curvaceous
slopes of California.

But not only that:

Let freedom ring from Stone Mountain of
Georgia.

Let freedom ring from Lookout Mountain
of Tennessee.

Let freedom ring from every hill and mole-
hill of Mississippi.

From every mountainside,
ring.

And when this happens, when we allow
freedom ring, when we let it ring from every
village and every hamlet, from every state
and every city, we will be able to speed up
that day when all of God’s children, black
men and white men, Jews and Gentiles,
Protestants and Catholics, will be able to
join hands and sing in the words of the old
Negro spiritual:

Free at last! free at last!

Thank God are free at last!

Ms. MILLENDER-McDONALD. Mr.
Speaker, further reserving the right to
object, I rise in strong support of this
concurrent resolution to honor an indi-
vidual who chose to assert her civil
rights and her human rights at a crit-
ical moment in our history and, by
doing so, changed America forever. I,
as an African American woman, lived
in California for 50 years, although I
was born in Birmingham, Alabama,
along with Condoleezza Rice and Alma
Vivian Johnson Powell. We all grew up

let freedom
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together. My father, Reverend Shelly
Millender, who was part of the min-
isters who walked with King, taught
me to love and not to hate; and that is
the premise by which I have built my
life.

Rosa Louise Parks richly deserves
this honor to be placed in our rotunda
for those days for all Americans who
stood up as she sat down to honor her.

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to
allow the American people to pay their last re-
spects to Rosa Parks in the United States
Capitol. This unique honor befits and does jus-
tice to the life led by Rosa Parks.

In honoring her legacy in this way, we are
reminded that the power of one person, acting
with a singularity of purpose, driven by the
ideals of justice, is infinite. And as we grieve
the loss of Rosa Parks, we recommit our-
selves to her lifelong struggle to create an
America that reflects the hopes and aspira-
tions of all of its citizens.

The Capitol Rotunda has been used for this
honor only 28 times since 1852, and Rosa
Parks will be the first woman ever accorded
this honor. She joins the esteemed company
of Presidents Abraham Lincoln, John F. Ken-
nedy, Dwight Eisenhower and Lyndon B.
Johnson, General Douglas MacArthur and the
remains of several unknown soldiers. It is,
without question, a fitting mark of respect.

Rosa Parks changed history through the
quiet rebellion of refusing to be refused. In
honor of this remarkable woman and her in-
domitable spirit, we must recommit to rooting
out injustice wherever it takes harbor, even if
doing so comes at great personal cost.

As House Democratic Leader, it is a privi-
lege to join all my colleagues in ftribute to
Rosa Parks, and to offer the American people
an opportunity to pay their respects to her ex-
traordinary life.

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, this week our
Nation lost a pioneer of the modern civil rights
movement, and | rise today to honor her and
pay tribute to her memory. Rosa Parks in-
spired generations of activists by refusing to
give up her seat on a Montgomery bus.

Born Rosa McCauley on February 4, 1913,
in Tuskegee, Alabama, she was the daughter
of a carpenter and a teacher. She was small
for her age and suffered from poor health, in-
cluding chronic tonsillitis. She was very young
when her parents separated, and she moved
to Pine Level, Alabama, with her mother. Rosa
was forced to leave school to care for her
aging grandmother.

She married barber Raymond Parks in
1932, at her mother’s house. It was not until
the year following her wedding that Ms. Parks,
with the encouragement of her husband, re-
ceived her high school diploma. She and her
husband shared a passion for civil rights. Her
husband was an early defender of the
Scottsboro Boys, the group of young African
Americans who were falsely accused of raping
two white women in Scottsboro, Alabama.

It took three attempts for Ms. Parks to reg-
ister to vote in 1945. The administrator failed
her the first two times she took the literacy
test. The third time she took the test, she
wrote all of her answers on a second piece of
paper in the event she would later need to
prove she should have passed. Ms. Parks was
a volunteer secretary to the president of the
Montgomery chapter of the NAACP.

In 1955, Rosa Parks was working as a
seamstress for the Montgomery Fair depart-
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ment store. On the evening of December 1,
1955, as she waited for a bus to take her
home, she had to let a full bus go by. She
then boarded a second bus and sat in the
middle section next to an African American
man. At the next stop, several white people
boarded and filled the seats reserved for
them, but one white man was left standing.
She refused to give up her seat to this man,
and the bus driver called the police and had
her arrested.

The outrage over her arrest inspired the
Montgomery bus boycott and the beginning of
the modern civil rights movement. The Mont-
gomery bus boycott ended after the United
States Supreme Court on November 13, 1956,
declared segregation on buses unconstitu-
tional.

Near the end of her life, Rosa Parks deserv-
edly received many accolades. A museum and
library facility located on the Montgomery cor-
ner where she boarded the bus is named for
her. She has received the Medal of Honor, the
highest award bestowed by the U.S. govern-
ment, and the Presidential Medal of Freedom,
the Nation’s highest civilian award.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in remembering the mother of the modern civil
rights movement. A brave American who
changed our country for the better, a dedi-
cated and long-time advocate for civil rights,
she is a woman whose courage forever
changed America for the better.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, today, | rise to pay tribute to the
memory of a great American hero and pioneer
in the struggle for equality and civil rights in
America, Ms. Rosa Parks.

An old Chinese proverb says that the loftiest
towers rise from the ground. So too it is with
Rosa Parks. Her refusal to get up and move
to the back of the bus so that a white man
could take her seat was a catalyst for the na-
tional civil rights movement and a later Su-
preme Court decision overturning legalized
segregation.

At the time, she said she was just trying to
get home from work. Reflecting on the signifi-
cance of her actions years later, Ms. Parks
said, “Whatever my individual desires were to
be free, | was not alone. There were many
others who felt the same way.”

Indeed, there were. And there are many
more to this day. Thanks to the courage of a
woman just trying to get home from work in
1955.

Rosa Parks founded the Rosa and Ray-
mond Parks Institute for Self Development.
Through the institute, she sponsored a pro-
gram for teenagers to learn the history of our
country and the civil rights movement by tour-
ing the country in buses. She received the
Congressional Gold Medal of Honor in 1999
and continued her struggle against racial injus-
tice till her passing.

And Congress is expected to approve soon
an historic resolution making Rosa Parks the
first woman in our country’s history to lay in
state in the Capitol Rotunda of the United
States Congress.

Rosa Parks’ courage and determination
changed our country. There is, of course, too
much intolerance and injustice still in our soci-
ety today. No one person can change all that.
But each and every one of us can and should
take the lesson from the life of Ms. Parks, that
we can improve our society and ourselves by
standing up for what we believe is right—or,
as in her case, by sitting down.
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While | mourn her passing now, | join the
millions of Americans throughout our great
country who will celebrate the accomplish-
ments of her rich life forever. Thank you, Rosa
Parks, for your life.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, | join my col-
leagues today in honoring and celebrating the
life of Rosa Parks, whose simple act of taking
a seat on a bus woke our Nation’s conscience
and galvanized our civil rights movement.

On December 1, 1955, Rosa Parks, a
seamstress and wife, boarded a Montgomery,
Alabama bus to begin her usual journey
home. Nothing was particularly different about
this day, except that she wanted to sit after a
long day’s work. When ordered by the white
bus driver to give up her seat to a white pas-
senger, she simply refused, and her action set
in motion a series of events that led to the de-
segregation of the South.

This was a stunning moment in time, not
just a step along the way. This was the mo-
ment for our civil rights movement and ulti-
mately resulted in two of our Nation’s land-
mark pieces of legislation, the Civil Rights Act
and the Voting Rights Act.

| am amazed too by this woman’s fortitude,
her inner strength and her calm demeanor in
the face of these injustices. Her reaction
stands in stark contrast to so many feelings
we associate with that era—she was resolute,
quiet and full of determination.

I've read that on the day of her court ap-
pearance, a girl there yelled, “Oh, she’s so
sweet. They've messed with the wrong one
now!” I'm sure that this girl, looking back on
that same moment, cannot now believe how
right she was.

Today, we offer our condolences to Rosa
Parks’ family. It seems to me it is a fitting trib-
ute to honor the mother of the civil rights
movement by making her the first woman to
lie in honor at the Capitol.

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, with the death
of Rosa Parks, America has lost one of the
great icons of the modem civil rights move-
ment. No one could have known on that De-
cember day in 1955 what a great impact her
simple yet courageous gesture would have on
changing a perverse injustice in American so-
ciety.

Mrs. Parks took a seat on a bus in Mont-
gomery, Alabama after a long day at work. A
white man approached her and wanted to take
her seat. As was the custom at the time, she
was expected to give up that seat. This hap-
pened countless times before in countless cit-
ies and towns all across the South. But this
time was different. This time Rosa Parks de-
cided to say “no” to this injustice, “no” to this
ridicule, “no” to this insult.

By simply saying “no,” Rosa Parks set off a
chain of events that in the subsequent months
led to the U.S. Supreme Court decision that
segregation in public transportation was un-
constitutional.

Having the courage to refuse to accept in-
justice freed people of the subjugation of an
oppressive society.

While we have lost Rosa Parks in life, we
have not lost the memory of her life’s acts.
She will endure as an inspiration to freedom
loving people for generations to come.

Mr. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, today we
honor the life and legacy of Rosa Parks. On
October 24, Rosa Parks died in Detroit at the
age of 92. | join all of my colleagues and on
behalf of my constituents express sorrow on
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the death of Rosa Parks, the woman many
consider the mother of the civil rights move-
ment.

Rosa Parks’ refusal to give up her seat on
a bus to a white person on December 1, 1955,
touched off the 381-day Montgomery bus boy-
cott, and led to the repeal of so-called Jim
Crow laws of segregation in the South. It is
the courage, dignity, and determination that
Ms. Parks exemplified on that day that allows
most historians to credit her with beginning the
modern day civil rights movement. The events
that began on that bus captivated the Nation
and transformed a 26-year-old preacher, Mar-
tin Luther King Jr., into a major civil rights
leader. “Mrs. Parks’ arrest was the precipi-
tating factor rather than the cause of the pro-
test,” King wrote in his 1958 book, “Stride To-
ward Freedom.” “The cause lay deep in the
record of similar injustices.”

Rosa Parks didn’t set out to be a hero. But
by taking a stand, she became the catalyst for
a profound change in American society, and
the walls of segregation came tumbling down.
Rosa Parks is a national treasure and an in-
spiration for the ongoing fight for social equal-
ity. She reminds us that the pursuit for justice
is an obligation for all instead of a choice for
some. She was one small woman who had a
big impact and empowered individuals. Her
life’s work is a shining light in our Nation’s his-
tory.

Rosa Parks said, “I'd like people to say I'm
a person who always wanted to be free and
wanted it not only for myself; freedom is for all
human beings.”

This year marks the 50th Anniversary of
Rosa Parks’ courageous and defiant act of
civil disobedience. As we honor her life and
legacy, | ask the Congress and the great peo-
ple of this Nation to work with the same cour-
age, dignity, and determination exemplified by
Rosa Parks to address and change modern
day inequalities and injustices. | know that this
Congress and the people of this Nation can
work to further the ideals of Rosa Parks and
the Civil Rights Movement.

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, fifty years ago
a small group of Americans, set out to ensure
that America lived up to its promise of pro-
viding equal rights to all. They forced America
to reach for her great potential and changed
the destiny of not only a nation but the entire
world. | rise today to honor the legacy and
memory of the woman who gave life to this
small group of Americans, the mother of the
civil rights movement, Mrs. Rosa Parks.

Rosa Louise McCauley was born in
Tuskegee, Alabama, on February 4, 1913. In
1932 she married a barber named Raymond
Parks. Prior to her arrest they both were very
active in the voter registration movement and
with the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People, where she also
worked as a secretary in 1943. Those who
knew her best described her as being hard-
working, polite and morally upright.

On December 1, 1955 Parks took a seat in
the front of the black section of a city bus in
Montgomery, Alabama. The bus filled up and
the bus driver demanded that she move so a
white male passenger could have her seat.
When Parks refused to give up her seat she
was arrested. Four days following her arrest,
a group of dedicated young individuals found-
ed the Montgomery Improvement Association
and named Martin Luther King Jr., their lead-
er. King led a successful boycott of the trans-

October 28, 2005

portation system and went on to lead the
modem civil rights movement ensuring that
every American was guaranteed equal rights
under the law.

Rosa Parks was truly a courageous person.
Her refusal to give up her seat in the face of
the powerful forces of injustice helped to gal-
vanize the long-overdue struggle for civil
rights. She sat down in order to show us that
we have tremendous power when we stand
up. All Americans, regardless of race or creed,
owe Mrs. Parks a debt of gratitude for her
contribution to the national movement for a
better America.

Mr. Speaker, although she is gone, the
power of her actions remain with us. As she
said, “Memories of our lives, of our worth and
our deeds will continue in others.” | hope that
we heed those comments today as we con-
tinue the fight for equal rights and social jus-
tice. | thank her for her courage and | ask that
my colleagues join me in honoring her mem-
ory.
¥\/Ir. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, on December 1,
1955, on a bus in Montgomery, Alabama, the
conscience of the Nation was rallied by a
seamstress from Tuskegee. “The only tired |
was,” Rosa Parks once remarked about that
day, “was tired of giving in.”

The injustice of racial segregation was over-
come because so many ordinary people rallied
to a great and noble cause, because so many
ordinary people recognized an injustice and
were tired of it. Rosa Parks’ legacy is to have
peacefully compelled our great nation to face
up to its greatest shortcoming. As so many
have said, Rosa Parks stood up by sitting
down.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud this chamber has
today adopted a resolution (S. Con. Res. 61)
to allow Ms. Parks to lie in honor in the ro-
tunda of the United States Capitol, so that all
citizens of our great Nation may pay their last
respects. There must be room in this building
for not only members of Congress and Presi-
dents, but also for a seamstress and her
moral legacy.

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, many people too
easily forget that the rights and privileges we
enjoy today did not come easily. They did not
come without struggle, without suffering, with-
out sacrifice.

The passing this week of Rosa Parks
should remind all of us that freedom does not
come free. It comes, partly, because a middle
aged African American woman in Mont-
gomery, Alabama was tired from yet another
long day’s work as a seamstress. She was too
tired to give up her seat at the front of the bus
to a white man—as the racist Jim Crow Laws
of the time required her to. Her simple act of
defiance inspired a city, inspired a movement
and inspired a nation. And her courage in-
spired me to get more deeply involved in the
struggle for civil rights in our country.

Mr. Speaker, freedom is not free. It must be
earned and nutured by the courage and com-
mitment of patriots like Rosa Parks.

Mr. Speaker, Rosa Parks has helped make
our nation a fairer, better country for all Ameri-
cans, no matter their race, creed, sex, or na-
tional origin. It is right and fitting that this Con-
gress of the United States recognize the con-
tribution to our nation made by Rosa Parks.

| am honored to support this concurrent res-
olution authorizing her body to lie in honor in
the Rotunda of the U.S. Capitol.

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay trib-
ute to the lives of two great Americans that
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changed the course of our Nation’s history
through their courage and commitment to the
basic and fundamental right of equality for all.

Rosa Parks embodied perseverance and te-
nacity, and through her fearless actions 50
years ago this courageous woman sparked a
massive boycott that launched America’s civil
rights movement. Her lonely act of bravery
brought to light the prejudice that the African
American community faced and inspired a
movement of justice and equality for Ameri-
cans regardless of race.

Another great American that personified this
ideal was former Congressman Edward Ross
Roybal. A true public servant to this Nation
and advocate for equality, Congressman Roy-
bal was a resounding voice for Latinos and led
initiatives to advance the rights of our Nation’s
most vulnerable communities.

Representative Roybal’s life was marked by
a distinguished career in the struggle against
discrimination and the fight for equal opportu-
nities for all Americans in health and edu-
cation.

Congressman Roybal brought Latino issues
to the forefront of national debate, a legacy
that continues today with the Congressional
Hispanic Caucus which he worked so hard to
found.

Rosa Parks and Edward Roybal, through
their individual actions, promoted the advance-
ment of all people in this great Nation. They
are an inspiration to all Americans, and their
legacy must not be forgotten. We must con-
tinue to follow their steps in the fight for free-
dom, justice and equality.

Ms. MILLENDER-McCDONALD. Mr.
Speaker, I withdraw my reservation of
objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ADERHOLT). Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from Michi-
gan?

There was no objection.

The Clerk read the Senate concur-
rent resolution, as follows:

S. CoN. RESs. 61

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That, in recognition
of the historic contributions of Rosa Parks,
her remains be permitted to lie in honor in
the rotunda of the Capitol from October 30 to
October 31, 2005, so that the citizens of the
United States may pay their last respects to
this great American. The Architect of the
Capitol, under the direction and supervision
of the President pro tempore of the Senate
and the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, shall take all necessary steps for the
accomplishment of that purpose.

The Senate concurrent resolution
was concurred in.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on S. Con. Res. 61.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.
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MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Ms. Curtis, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed
with an amendment in which the con-
currence of the House is requested, a
bill of the House of the following title:

H.R. 889. An act to authorize appropria-
tions for the Coast Guard for fiscal year 2006,
to make technical corrections to various
laws administered by the Coast Guard, and
for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate insists upon its amendment to
the bill (H.R. 889) ‘“An Act to authorize
appropriations for the Coast Guard for
fiscal year 2006, to make technical cor-
rections to various laws administered
by the Coast Guard, and for other pur-
poses,”” requests a conference with the
House on the disagreeing votes of the
two Houses thereon, and appoints Mr.
STEVENS, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. LoOTT, Mr.
SMITH, Mr. INOUYE, Ms. CANTWELL, and
Mr. LAUTENBERG, to be the conferees on
the part of the Senate.

————
DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON

WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that the busi-
ness in order under the Calendar
Wednesday rule be dispensed with on
Wednesday next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

————

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, OCTO-
BER 31, 2006 AND HOUR OF MEET-
ING ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1,
2005

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 3 p.m. on Monday next, and
further, when the House adjourns on
that day, it adjourn to meet at 12:30
p.m. on Tuesday, November 1, 2005, for
morning hour debate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

———

CONGRATULATING ISRAEL ON
ELECTION OF AMBASSADOR DAN
GILLERMAN AS VICE PRESIDENT
OF SIXTIETH UNITED NATIONS
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, first I want to commend the
gentlewoman from California on her
heartfelt remarks on behalf of Rosa
Parks and express my condolences to
the Parks family and to all of the peo-
ple who knew her. I grew up in a time
in the middle of the 1960s, I was born in
1966, and consider it an honor and a
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privilege that I was raised with the
rights and benefits that were the leg-
acy of Rosa Parks. So thank you so
much for paying that tribute to her.

I rise in support of House Resolution
368, the resolution congratulating the
State of Israel on the election of Am-
bassador Dan Gillerman as vice presi-
dent of the 60th United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly. I was pleased to learn
that this resolution passed yesterday
with a unanimous vote of 407 to zero,
and I am quite proud to be a cosponsor.

I also wish to commend my col-
leagues, Representative ADAM SCHIFF
and Representative STEVE CHABOT, for
their leadership in sponsoring this res-
olution. I look forward to a time when
Israel is treated with respect and dig-
nity and honor by all of the members
of the United Nations.

———

CALLING FOR CONGRESSIONAL
HEARINGS INTO THE ORIGINS OF
THE WAR IN IRAQ

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, this past week, we saw the
numbers mounting of deceased soldiers
who have died on the battlefield in the
war in Iraq. That number now reaches
2,000 We saw the memorial services,
the funeral services for the soldier that
represented that number.

As we watch a number of activities
occurring with respect to Federal
criminal proceedings, we know that the
justice system will proceed on its own.

But I call now for the United States
Congress and the leadership of this
Congress to begin investigatory hear-
ings as to the origins of the Iraq war.
Where did the intelligence come from?
Who made the decisions? Was the intel-
ligence forced? Was it represented to be
the truth?

We have a constitutional responsi-
bility to determine what representa-
tions were made to the United States
Congress and whether or not those rep-
resentations were true and whether or
not we made the decision based upon
truth. I call for the investigations now.

——————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)
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